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Dawes Act of 1877—Section 6
Much of the text of the Dawes Act explains the particulars of land allotment, but the excerpt from Section 6 below is revealing in terms of what individual native people needed to do in order to be granted the same rights as non-native U.S. citizens.
Sec. 6.  “…every Indian born within the territorial limits of the United States who has voluntarily taken up…his residence separate and apart from any tribe of Indians therein, and has adopted the habits of civilized life, is hereby declared to be a citizen of the United States, and is entitled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of such citizens….”
Senator Henry Dawes on the Dawes Act
The following two quotations are reflections from the US senator who sponsored the bill that bears his name.
“The defect of the [reservation] system was apparent. It is [socialist] Henry George’s system and under that there is no enterprise to make your home any better than that of your neighbors. There is no selfishness, which is at the bottom of civilization. Till this people [native people] will consent to give up their lands and divide among their citizens so that each can own land he cultivates they will not make much more progress.”
“To be civilized is…to wear civilized clothes, cultivate the ground, live in houses, ride in Studebaker wagons, send children to school, drink whiskey and own property.”
U.S. House of Representatives Indian Affairs Committee on the Dawes Act, 1880
While the Dawes Act was approved by a majority of members of congress and thus became law, there were objections to it. The following report from some members of Senator Dawes’ congressional committee argued against his proposed legislation.
"The real aim of this bill is to get at the Indian lands and open them up to resettlement. The provisions for the apparent benefit of the Indians are but the pretext to get at his lands and occupy them…If this were done in the name of Greed, it would be bad enough; but to do it in the name of Humanity, and under the cloak of an ardent desire to promote the Indian’s welfare by making him like ourselves, whether he will or not, is infinitely worse.”
Hopi Nation Letter to United States Government, 1894
From part of an 1894 letter to the US government, signed by the chiefs and leaders of all of the villages in the Hopi Nation. The letter objected to the implementation of the allotment policies of the Dawes Act on their lands, arguing that dividing the land into lots would interfere with the Hopi tradition of communally controlled lands owned by women. The US government in Washington did not reply to the letter and continued to carve up the Hopi lands, although Hopi resistance to these policies allowed them to keep more of their communal lands than most other tribes.
“To the Washington Chiefs:
	“During the last two years strangers have looked over our land with spy-glasses and made marks upon it, and we know but little of what it means. As we believe that you have no wish to disturb our Possessions we want to tell you something about this Hopi land.
	“None of us were asked that it should be measured into separate lots, and given to individuals...
[bookmark: _GoBack]	“The family, the dwelling house and the field are inseparable, because the woman is the heart of these, and they rest with her. Among us the family traces its kin from the mother, hence all its possessions are hers. The man builds the house but the woman is the owner, because she repairs and preserves it; the man cultivates the field, but he renders its harvest into the woman’s keeping, because upon her it rests to prepare the food, and the surplus of stores for barter depends upon her thrift.
	“A man plants the fields of his wife, and the fields assigned to the children she bears, and informally he calls them his, although in fact they are not. Even of the field which he inherits from his mother, its harvests he may dispose of at will, but the field itself he may not.”
Old Crow, a Cheyenne leader, on the Dawes Act, 1890
“The Great Spirit gave the Indians all this country and never tell them that they should sell it…. See, I am poor. I have no money; I don’t want money; money doesn’t do an Indian any good. Here is my wealth [pointing to the ground]. Here is all the wealth I want—the only money I know how to keep.”
